ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM 2009
We welcome you to the St. Joseph’s school of religious education program.  We hope that you have a meaningful time, which will result in your spiritual and intellectual growth.  This handout is designed to provide you and your parents or guardian with the necessary information to make your participation in the program a profitable and faith filled experience.  We ask that you and your parent/guardian familiarize yourselves with the following information. 

ATTENDANCE:

Classes will begin at 6:00 p.m. and run until 7:00 p.m. for grades 1-8.  For grades 9-12, classes will begin at 7:30 p.m. and end at 8:45 p.m.
ABSENCES:

There are to be no UNEXCUSED ABSENCES.  In the event of an absence due to illness, the student’s parent/guardian should call the Religion Coordinator (Sherry Nondorf 608-574-4925 for grades 1-8 or Nancy Anderson 608-574-9644 for grades 9-12) during the day of the absence.  The school office can be reached at 608-930-3392 ext # 4 from 6:00-7:30 p.m. on the night of the classes.  More than two absences for any reason could result in repeating the course.  

TARDINESS:

Students arriving more than 15 minutes late or students that have been tardy 3 or more times will not be admitted into the classroom. (The student, parent/guardian will have to meet with Fr. Paul)
BEHAVIOR AND DISCIPLINE:

There will be a ZERO tolerance for inappropriate behaviors. Students are expected to behave while in the program, respecting their teachers and their fellow students. Students MUST refrain from teasing, bullying, or other actions that may be construed as offensive to other students. Teachers have been instructed to refer all such cases to the coordinator who will take appropriate actions and notify the parents. In serious cases or repeat cases, student and their parent/guardian will have to meet with Fr. Paul before they are allowed back into the classroom.
St. Joseph’s School is utilized by the St. Joseph’s School of Religion for several reasons.  It is owned by our parish families and maintained by our parish. It is adjacent to our church and is a natural setting for the education development of our students.  All efforts must be made to respect its property.  Therefore, the same behavior and discipline policies are adhered to.  Classrooms need to be respected and left exactly as they were found.

COURTESY:

The school phones are not available to students for personal calls.  There is a pay phone available next to the school office.  We will allow a call if a student is in need of reaching a parent/guardian for an emergency.  No cell phones, pagers or headphones will be allowed in the classrooms. Students are asked to leave all electronic devices at home.  If a student brings a cell phone or electronic device into the classroom, it will be removed and taken to the office until the end of the class period.  Eating food will not be allowed in the classroom.   No loitering in the school building is allowed after the close of the classes for the evening.  Please notify the parish office if there is a change in address, phone number or guardian.  
OTHER VIOLATIONS:

Tobacco:  Any use of any type of tobacco products by any student, regardless of age, will be governed by Wisconsin state statute and St. Joe’s School district rules.  Use of any alcoholic substances and being under the influence of any alcoholic substance while on school grounds or church related activity will be governed by the State of Wisconsin and the St. Joe’s School District rules.  Possession, use and /or sale of controlled substances on the school premises will be governed by the State of Wisconsin statues and the St. Joe’s School district.  Students are not permitted to carry pocketknives, or any other type of knife or sharp objects.  

INCLEMENT WEATHER:

If the weather is such that school is closed for St. Joseph’s during the day, WE WILL NOT HOLD CLASSES THAT EVENING.  If the weather is such that it is impossible to hold class because weather has changed later in the day, advance notification will be broadcasted on WDPM D99.3 FM.  If you are not able to get the information, please contact one of the coordinators.  

CHURCH SERVICE HOURS: 

For students in grades 6-10th, services hours will be required.  Grades 6-8th will be asked to complete two hours of service work for the church.  Grades 9-10 will complete 4 hours; Fish fry or other church related service.  See confirmation materials for requirements for grade 11.   
MASS ATTENDANCE:

The 3rd Commandment mandates that we “Keep Holy the Lord’s Day”. This commandment is unambiguous and is at the core of what we do as Catholics. It is our desire to see families live up to this calling. It is never okay or permissible to skip mass unless for serious matters of illness or other family emergencies. Every effort must be made to accommodate weekend mass in the family weekend planning.
HEALTH MATTERS:
With outbreak of H1N1 flu and the flu season, we want to make sure that all students and teachers remain as healthy as possible. We are asking that students with flu-like symptoms, fever, aches etc. stay home from class. Any student who develops sudden illness while at the program should notify their teacher as soon as possible for assessment.  Students should always wash their hands especially after touching basketballs or shaking hands with others. A small bottle of hand sanitizer to use in these cases will be just fine.
IN CLOSING:

We are open to ideas that might help improve the program. We encourage parents’ participation and inputs. Your inputs will be considered in line with the overall objective  of the program. We hope that each and every student finds the materials challenging and enlightening, and that this program may truly be an opportunity to depend one’s life in faith and service in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

